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BACKGROUND 
 

Gordon Freedman is committed to education transformation that serves the learning and 
development needs of every young person while responding effectively to the rapid changes 
taking place in 21st century society. Specifically, he concentrates on how education can be 
brought into the information age.  
 

While Freedman has worked at the nexus of education and technology for many years, he now 
recognizes that learning effectiveness cannot be extended for all students without the 
comprehensive integration of education with information technology and information systems. 
In addition, he draws a firm line between the application of technology to education in the form 
of atomized “tools”, versus in the capacity of "smart" systems, similar to other sophisticated 
social and financial applications that manage our daily activities, both online and off.   

Current Positions 

 National Laboratory for Education Transformation (NLET), President, a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
devoted to transforming education from 20th century education model to a 21st century 
learning model.  NLET is focused on cutting-edge research in learning and teaching and 
works in partnership with universities, research institutions and national agenices.  

Executive Positions (1994 ɀ 2011) 

 Blackboard, Inc. (Providence Equity) Vice President Global Education Strategy (2005-2011) 

 Blackboard Institute, Executive Director (2009-2011) 

 TextCentric, Inc. Acting CEO (associated with Carnegie Mellon University faculty) 

 Prometheus, George Washington University, Executive Vice President (course system) 

 HungryMinds, Inc. Vice President University & Publisher Relations (first eLearning portal) 

 Knowledge Exchange, Vice President Technology & Media (Michael Milken start-up) 

Non-Profit, Board Service (1994 ɀ Present) 

 Education Forward, Director, Trade organization focused state-level education change  

 Curriki.org, Advisory Board Member  

 California, K20 Education Technology Collaborative, Steering Committee Member  

 Media Center for Art, Education & Technology, Monterey County, CA  

 Innovate-Educate New Mexico, Board Member (former) 

 Partnership for 21st Century Skills, Board Member (former) 

 International School of Monterey, CA Charter School, Board Member, Co-Founder 



GORDON FREEDMAN 
  

                  225 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel, CA 93923  831 224 6161  www.gfreedman.info 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY 
 

Mr. Freedman works and speaks globally on education change. Between 2005 and 2011, he met 
with leaders of over 100 universities, addressed more than 10,000 people, and visited a diverse 
range of government ministries and agencies, foundations, NGOs, and education organizations. 
In the U.S. Mr. Freedman is involved in numerous state-level, national, corporate, and 
government interactions.  
 

 ASIA:   Australia, China, India, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan 

 EUROPE:   Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom 

 LATIN AMERICA:  Brazil, Colombia, Puerto Rico 

 NORTH AMERICA:  Canada, Mexico, United States 

EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS (not updated) 

Education White Papers  

Global Education Imperative: Challenges, Critical Responses – Blackboard Inc. 2008 

View from the Top: Building the 21st Century Campus – Blackboard Inc, Jan 2007 

View from the Top II: Building the 21st Century Campus, A Leadership Survey on the Challenges 
Facing Australian Universities – Blackboard Inc, Jan 2008 (Series Editor) 

Building K-20 Connections: A Review of the Issues & Current Models in K-20 Education, Oct 2007 

Education Articles 

Discovering and Enacting the “What’s Next” in K12 Education – eLearning Guild, Jan 2007 

When Governors Step into the Picture – Converge Online, Dec 2006 

Eyes Closed Tight: Why the Digital Revolution Stops at the School Door?, Tech & Learning, 2005 

Education Books 

Virtual Schools: Planning For Success (Contributor), Teacher College Press, 2005 

Commissioned Reports 

The California Virtual School Report: A National Survey of Virtual Education Practice and Policy 

with Recommendations for the State of California, University of California College Prep, 2003 

EDUCATION 

 B.A., Michigan State University, Communications 

 Graduate Studies, Johns Hopkins School for Advanced International Studies   


